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(@) (b) ) ®
(1) A lake full of flowers E (2) An instrument for measuring :] Q1
temperature 1 x
(3) The star that warms the earth |:| (4) Drops of fresh water that fall [ |
from the sky Total
(5) Dark eyewear that protects you l—__, (6) Something that is held over one’s [:l —
from the sun head for protection 5
O Test 2
Fill in the blanks in the following dialogue. Use the words given in the box. Write the letter
of the correct word in the space given. The first one is done for you.

- | want to do something interesting this weekend.

Arun
Chamila : Lovely! We can do something together. (a) re-ach
Arun  : Yes, that (1) ....ooo.Bueiiinns good. What are you planning (b) trip
to do? (c) here
Chamila : Well, I have arranged to go on a (2) ...coeeeeiiinnn T to (d) souads
Kandy with some friends. Do you want to come with us? (¢) when
Arun  : Great! (3) .ccooeiieinrennianenan are you Ieaving?. (f) that
Chamila : Well, we have decided to start early in the morning on Sunday,
and we are hoping to (B) oo tisesiinliaatalinin Kandy by lunch Q.2
l(l;ze.in (5) avvnvrnnnrensesasensanee case 1 have to come very early. I x
Arun ! ,0n (3) coveees Seay, on
Chamila : Yes, you must meet me (6) ..ooooomriiiiiiinninn at six thirty in —
the moming. |
Arun  : OK, good. I won't be late. 5]
(See page two
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O Test 3

Study the picture and fill in the blanks in the paragraph using the words given in the box. Write
the letter of the correct word in the blank. The first one is done for you.

(a) with

(b) seven

(c) enjoy”

(d) drawing

(e) seated

(f) distance

(g) plucking

(h) guitar

(i) holding

(j) branch

(k) book

This is a beautiful scene of a children’s park. Children (1) ........... R doing
different things here. There are (2) .....oceieiiininiins of them. Some are boys and some are
girls. One child is sitting on a (3) .....ocoeveiiiinnniinnns of a.ldrge et () .o ibiamamenmesrannss
fruit. Another child can be seen (3) ....ocoiveeiiiiarianns under the tree reading a
(0) sommsnmsnisui . The child standing infront of a white board is (7) ...........cooooiien. 9s
a picture. At a (8) ..iivieeiciiiiiniiiien, 2w boy s playing B (0) cesenmimisineie
A girl with curly hair is (10) ...oooeviiiiiiiinnnn. a kite. Another child is seen playing
CL1) csivsmnsnsmsmanind i a ball. The children are enjoying themselves.
O Test 4

Fill in the blanks in the following text with the words given in the box. The first one is done for

you.

of, at, up, byy to, for

A young man was driving to work. Suddenly he was surrounded (1) ......°0...........
flashing lights and four police cars. One officer told him to get out of the car. The young man
followed his orders not knowing why that was happening. He ended (2) ..................ceeis
in handcuffs in the back of the police car. A witness claimed she had seen him

[B) iospmmnmsmnmnsm omsig s a murder scene.

But what if this man isn’t guilty (4) ...........ociiiiniis murder? What if he is completely

innocent? Perhaps he was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and he has a similar body

build or hair colour (5) -...coeviiiaeciaciiann. that of the actual murderer. Now imagine your
brother, your best friend or even yourself in this man’s position.
How difficult it would be (6) .........cccvvennnnnn. you and your family to experience this!

However, the police have no option other than amresting a suspect.

For
examiners'
use only

(See page three
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5
;sclad the text on “The BIUC Whil]e’.

Imagine that you are the officer in charge of making railway announcements at the Colombo
Fort Railway Station. Study the situation given and write the railw

: ay announcement you
would make to inform the passengers about the delay of the Udarata Menike Express Train
0 Badulla. Use about 40-50 words.

Include the following:

- Name of the train The Udarata Menike Express Train

- The time of departure : 9.30a.m.

- Platform : No 3

- Scheduled arrival : Badulla Railway Station at 3.30 p-m.
- Duration of delay : One hour

- New departure time » 1030 a.m.

‘ given below, Comp] S
The first one is done for you. Plete the table vy, the information_ ::l."::lm
The Biye Whale L
The world’s largest mammal is (he blue whale.
hey can breathe air, blye Whales
Although ¢ ; N are most at egee
0 float supports their amazing size. Thege Marine anin;"::ec:; lge cf:ccan. Where their abiliry
ot gl they frequently swim alone or jn iy Erviing ¢ ltound ip every ocean on
If is born weighing two t s
A blue whale ca e g NS (approximate] 18] e f
of life, it gains an .addmo.nal 200 Pounds {approximalely )‘;] kg)“:f; ang during its first year
animals consume krill, which are tny organismg that resembje shrim:;y ay. These enormouys
i just a small number of 1, T :
It is estimated lhall Just a sma O blue whajes inhabit the o
were nearly driven to extinction because of years of hunting for their oul::; be;:)i;VIiilhTheh
they were shielded from extinction by the 1966 Internationa Whaling Convention h i
currently listed as endangered. S ey e
i : . \ ar __-_'—'—-1
(1) A swimming style of whales (a) alone or in tiny groups
(2) Acommon prey of whales (b)
@ ' S T . B ——
(3) What hunters seek in whales other than oj] ©
................................. Qs
(4) The extra weight a calf gains every day in its first year (d) 1 x
(5) The weight of a calf at birth e)
................................. Total
(6) The year that ensured the safety of whales ) -
................................. 5
O Test 6
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O Test 7 .
r the questions.

1

O Test 8
Write a para;
paragraph on any ome of the following topics. Use about 50 to 60 words

(a) How to use a library
(b) The best gift I have received

named Pinky. She was an adventurous girl

Read the text and answe
found a mysterious map in her grandfather's

In a village far away from the €
ew experiences.
hen, decided 10 €9
he map, Pinky jou
animals who Supp
ointed towards a hidden
he found a glittering
he realized the t
ds and stories 10 8
metimes

ity lived a young .girl
One sunny day, Pinky
on a treasure hunt.
meyed throug
orted her. A wise

cave.
chest filled with gold. She was not interested in

rue wealth was the journey itself. She returned
hare. Everyone in the village celebrated her
the greatest treasures are the memories we

always seeking 0
bookshelf. She, t
Following the clues of t
the way, she met many
and a playful squirrel p
As Pinky reached the cave, §
it. Excitement filled her heart as S
(o the village with new

adventurous spirit, and
create and the friends we mak

h a forest crossing a bubbling stream. Along
owl guided her through a dark forest

found frien
Pinky learned that SO
e along the way.

Underline the correct answer.

(1) What made Pinky go on a treasure hunt was
(a) the mysterious map.
(b) the surroundings of the village she lived.
(c) her grandfather‘s bookshelf.

(2) The animals that she met in the forest were

(b) friendly. (c) indifferent.

(a) rude.
(3) The word that best explains the meaning of “glittering” can be
(a) valuable. (b) shiny. (c) old.

(4) The animals who supported Pinky at the forest
(a) refused to come to the village with her.
(b) visited the village with her.
(c) stayed where they were.

(5) The people in the village
(a) liked her treasure hunt.
(b) disliked her treasure hunt.
(c) were not bothered about her treasure hunt.

c!}"nilmu
use {)nly
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Read the text and underline the most suitable word given within each bracket.

New technology often creates serious problems. Vehicles, for example, provide

(1) wooeveveeeeen.. ((a) a little, (b) numerous, (¢) much) benefits, but they also
7.1 R ((a) pollute, (b) destroy. (c) ruin) the air and pose severe health risks to people
and damage (3) .....oooeeen. ((a) energy, (b) waste, (c) property). It is difficult o imagine
W ). vosiinvansinns ((a) with, (b) without, (c) within) electricity and heat. Jet planes, while
helping us in many ways, cause air pollution (5) ............... ((a) refreshing, (b) releasing,

(c) exchanging) hydrocarbons. The challenge, however, is to minimize the harmful effects of

new technology on the environment.

(See page six
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D Test 10 . e orrect form of |
Read Ganesh Ramalingam's letter to Sarala and fill in the blanks with the correc
the verb given within brackets.
Dear Sarala, . thinkin
Hope you are doing well. T would like to know how you are gettng o."' et lalgl
about you and your well-being, especially during these difficult times. Write to me or ¢
me whenever you need any help.
RSB ERY o ciinsvicissisioninesin (be) a pleasure for me to hear how you are (2) ...........covne. .,
(progress) in your studies. Are there any subjects or topics that you find particularly challenging’
&) B S (remember) it's perfectly normal to encounter difficulties along the way,
and I'm here to hclp you overcome any pmhlcms you are Iikcb’ I
(face).
I would also like to discuss what you plan for your future. Have you thought about what | g, 10
you'd like to pursue after (5) ........................ (complete) the G.C.E. O/L. examination? | x
In case you need any advice, feel free to contact me.
Tolnl___
Wishing you all the best, 5
Ganesh Ramalingam.
) Test 11
Fill in the blanks with the words given in the box. There is one extra word.
puddles know form ever comes that to it
disappear  rainwater  somewhere the sometimes  cannot  what
Rain is a very unpredictable natural process. Sometimes it rains. It rains and drains. The
B L) e down in heavy sheets. (2) ... . it rains so
B ) it makes it difficult @) ... see. We all
BOWEE) S itis like when (6) ................... ... rains. But have you
7§ (O SR wondered where all the (8) ... goes? Does it just
) cossissnugvivmstinie 7 We all know that it (10) ... just disappear. As
W L) v it has to go (12) ... . Raindrops fall 1o | Q1!
1 ) S ground, join together to (14) ... rain puddles. | [%2 x
The rain puddles get bigger and bigger. Finally, they overflow. Like the rain drops, the rain
puddles join. They form a stream. The stream carries the water down the hill. After a while TMT
the stream joins a rver.
O Test 12
Read
the text given below and underline the correct form given within each bracket
As Rajini walked j “lass : :
“Hi J]alcet : .'.'"0 the t“labsr?om. she noticed her friend Jaleel Sitting alone, looking upset
, + What's wrong? Rajini asked.
Jaleel sighed ang replied. * :
((a) he lost his i el i yesterday my brother told me ()
SL s job (b) he had lost his job (c) he wi T NEU ssEesssiunsaesenenvasn
! will lose his Job)."
—
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N

A.Oh . . - o _— .
((a) ":i I'm sorry 1o hear that,” Rajini said sympathetically and asked, (2) ....oooommmiemenenenes
OW would he react? (b) how he reacted. (c) how he could react.)

"H N "
¢ seemed really upset,” Jaleel reported. My brother also told me that he (3) .....oovvviiniiininess

) ha - _
((a) had worked (b) worked (¢) having to work) there for five years and didn't know what
to do next.

That must have been tough for him," Rajini remarked. “Did he say anything else?”

(Y}ca:. he mentioned that (4) ... . ((a) he is going to (b) he was going 10
¢) he were to) stant looking for a new job right away,” Jaleel continued. “But he also said

he's worried abo findi 4 Q 12
b ut finding something as good as (5) ..........ccccevueernee ((a) what he was
(b) Whe.n he fmd been (c) what he had). Rajini nodded understandingly. “It's understandable || 1 *
that he’s feeling anxious about the future. Did he talk to anyone else about it?" Total

“No. not yet." replied Jaleel. He also thanked Rajini for her concern.

) Test 13

Read the following extracts taken from books and magazines. Select the most suitable caption
for each extract and write the letter of the caption in the box given against the text. There
IS one extra capuion.

Captions
A Garbage disposal B Time you should C Feel free to talk
meet a doctor
D Be a wise parent E Use it well, itis not F Tips to minimize environmental
an enemy pollution
Extracts

When settlements were very small, leftovers were simply thrown outdoors,
where they finally decayed. But as communities grew, pigs and other animals
1 helped clear away the stuff cating them. The animals, in tum, recycled the
waste and thus created an even less appealing waste problem.

Many people are strangely passive when they visit a doctor. First of all,
they often fail to provide the doctor with complete information about their
2 medical problem. Secondly, many people fail to ask their doctor for a full and clear
explanation of their condition.

Swollen glands in the body can be uncomfortable, but they are a welcome sign
that your body is working to defend itself. They are often associated with an
3 | illness such as mumps, German measles, a cold, or flu, but an insect bite or an
infected cut can also result in swelling. Still if swollen glands last more than a
few days, it can be a sign of a serious illness, such as Hodgkin's disease.

Here are some tips to discourage TV watching and encourage reading. For one
thing, have only one television set, and place it in the family room. Then if your
4 | child wants privacy. he or she will have to go elsewhere away from lh.c TV.
Secondly, connect eating with reading. Put a bookcase rather than a TV in the

kitchen. Q.13
highest-scoring young readers in the world, but

ildren in Finland are the ade !
gt;- spend more time watching TV than reading. Finnish national research I x
5 |has pointed out a key relationship between reading and Finnish TV. Many Total

and watching these programmes seems to motivate —
young readers. 5

programmes have captions
and enhance reading among

(See page eight
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ﬁ) Test 14

(a) You have invited your tn.
| you had to cancel the lunc
Use about 100 wqrds.
Include the following:
e cxpress your regrel
e give reasons for it .
e give any future arrangemen

. . Due to unavoidable cirey ;
a el have lunch at hom.c . : Mstangeg |use
;,]l ';:;f:: ;(:ctlcr to your friend informing him/her of the cancellatin Only

for cancellation

OR ' : done by the Vice Pring
ine bar chart displays the results of a survey 1pal of
(b) The mno-“;llih :d{ﬁ ‘:;';::ya ;‘; lzc reasons for grade 11 students to be late to school, The bar
Vldl.lkl-ﬂ.lﬂd. the excuses given by the students for being late to schpol. Write a description
&‘:03:' 5?“‘:}; about 100 words. The following words and phrases will help you,

al 1.

r many, some, a few, most, more than, less than

[ Excuses
{(a) Buses stuck in traffic

(b) Family member got ill
(¢) Rain in the morning
(d) Forgot to set the alarm clock

(e) Headache/stomachache
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(See page M
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) Test 15
Read the following text and answer the questions given below.

Choosing one’s fate

i Many years ago. there lived a man who was capable of loving and forgiving everyone he
came across, Because of this, God sent an angel to talk to him.

‘God asked me to come and visit you and tell you that he wishes to reward you for your
goodness,” said the angel. ‘You may have any gift you wish for. Would you like the gift
& of healing sick people?
‘Certainly not,” said the man. ‘I would prefer God to choose those who should be healed.’
‘And what about leading wrong-doers back to the path of goodness?' asked the angel.
“That's a job for angels like you. I don’t want to be worshipped by anyone or to serve as
an example for prefect living.” replied the man.
@ ‘Look. 1 can’t go back to Heaven without having given you a gift. If you don’t choose,
I'll have to choose one for you.' said the angel.
“The man thought for a moment and then said: “All right, 1 would like good to be done
through me, but no one should notice it. Even 1 do not want to know it. Otherwise | might
commit the offence of becoming a proud person.’

% So the angel arranged for the man’s shadow to have the power of healing, but only when
the sun was shining on the man’s face. In this way. wherever he went, the sick were healed,

the carth grew fertile again, and sad people rediscovered happiness.

The man travelled the Earth for many years, oblivious of the healing he was doing because
when he was facing the sun, his shadow was always behind him. In this way, he was able

@10 live and dic unaware of his own power of healing.

(1) State whether the following stalements are True or False. Put a tick (v) in the relevan
cage.

True | False

(1) God sent an angel to earth to give the man the ability of loving and
| forgiving.

(2) The man believed that it is God's responsibility 0 select those descrve

healing.

(3) The power of healing was active when the shadow was behind the man.

(4) The man was unaware of the healings he was doing as God did not

allow him to see them.

(%4 x 4 = 02 marks)

(See page ten
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(2) What do ) . ")
heinund the following words in the text refer to? Write your answers in the space ::'mim“.
b . . I
one in line n (01 marks) i
3 v reasaiaassssian
"d'-"" line the phrase that is closest in meaning to the following.
(@) “commit’ i |ipe 14
@ to o rerssssasenssssssinssiisses
(iii: :> i:n:l 4P completely (i) to do something wrong
Over (iv) to change for the better (01 mark)
(b) “oblivious’ in line 18 .
(U i a?varc of something (i) having no education
-y (1) showing neglect (iv) not to accept as accurate (01 mark)
(:"}“ﬂto the correct answer for questions 4, 5 and 6 from the options given for each of them.
y .gmd“f“”ily of the man that attracted the attention of God was
(a) h-ss ability to heal those who were suffering from sickness.
(b) hfs ability to lead bad people to the path of goodness.
(c) hfs readiness to love and forgive everyone around him.
(d) his refusal 1o accept the power of healing. (01 mark)
(5) The man
(@) willingly accepted the gift from the angel.
(b) happily accepted the gift from the angel.
(¢) enthusiastically accepted the gift from the angel. Q.15
(d) hesitantly accepted the gift from the angel. (01 mark) ||1
(6) Underline the sentence that tells why the man did not want to know about his own ||’
good deeds. 3-
(a) The man thought that it was God's duty to heal the sick people on earth. :
(b) The man believes that making bad people good is the responsibility of angels. »
(¢) The man was of the view that his miracles would make him a better person.
(d) The man did not want to be worshipped by people or become a proud person. Total_s_
(01 k
O Test 16 o
Write on one of the following topics. Use about 200 words.
(a) Write an article to a local newspaper giving your opinion on The Role of Advertising
in Media.
Include the following:
e What advertising is
e Why it is necessary
e How it influences the public
e lts adverse effects on the society
(b) Write an essay on The Importance of Regular Exercise for Our Health.
Include the following:
e The types of regular exercise
e The advantages of regular exercise
e Steps that could be taken to make it popular among people

(See page eleven
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Your topic is- The Need of an Efficient Public Transport System for a Developing e
Country. Wrile the speech you would make at the competition,
Include the following:

e The modes of public transport

e The benefits of a public transport system

o Disadvantages of an inefficient public transport system

(d) Given below is a situation you faced unexpectedly. Complete the story stating what
you did to the parcel.

I noticed a parcel on the road as I continued to stroll along the road. When I
went there and glanced around, nobody was in sight

.............................................

..................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
......................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
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.........................................................
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...............................................

(¢) Imagine that you have been selected to take part in the Zonal English Speech Competition. [Xaminen’
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" G.C.E.O/L Examination 2023 (2024)
46- Appreclatlon of English Literary Texts — II

EXAMRESULTS.LK

With reference to the poem, A Bird Came Down the Walk, discuss the beauty and the
unpleasant sights of the natural environment.

1. A Bird Came Down the Walk

Answers should include:

e Abrief introduction which includes the poet, question and the poem. The answer
should also introduce that the readers see the pleasant and unpleasant sights through

the eyes of the speaker who seems a “bird watcher”.

Then the instances of both beauty and unpleasant images should be explored with
- examples from the poem.
e The bird’s action which adds calmness and colour to the environment can be

explained as pleasant images.
* the way the bird drinks dew from a convenient grass
* how the grass is identified as “convenient” to indicate harmlessness.
= The bird’s rapid glance
s simile- ‘like frightened beads’
s metaphor — ‘velvet head’
* His graceful and delicate flight

» The bird’s action which adds unpleasant sights to the onlooker.
Eg.

* the way the bird bit an “Angle worm” in halves.

» the way it ate it raw.
*  While referring to the pleasant and unpleasant sights, the ideal answers would also

refer to how the effects of such sights are enhanced by using different
images/touching the senses of the reader.

In conclusion, an ideal answer would wrap up saying the natural sights and actions
in nature are filled with such things: i.e. the weaker and the powerless become

subject to the powerful and the stronger species. This is the way of the natural law

and order. (the order and pattern in nature)
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\firm that it represents terror g

" L] l
ot in War ds Kind 0 €0
3. ixplore the literary deviees used in Wit |

conflicts. AL SIS

e o S i

2 War is Kind

Answers should include:
« An introduction which should include the poet, question and the poem.

be identified: Simple identification may not be _

Then litarary devices should =
e Then literary devi ks: students are expected to explore how they e,

adequate to collect good mar
terror and conflicts.

o the maiden by the speaker: this grabs the attentio,
peaker is addressing him/her. This allows the reade:
thereby comprehending the depth.

o Apostrophe: direct address (
and the readers feel that the s
emphasize the scene more clearly and closely,

the poem.

e Oxymoron- War is kind; this is a type of paradox where two contrary things are
presented. Wars are not kind as they shed blood, take lives and destroy both livix
and nonliving things. By using an oxymoron, the poet again grabs the attentionz
highlights the absence of kindness in war contexts. This can be identified as aven

symbolic title.

e Paradoxes — ‘excellence in killing’ / “virtue of slaughter’

* When thg sol.dier.s are killed the affected people represent different age groups i
soc1e?y highlighting a cross-section of war victims: direct as well as indirect vict®
(passive victims)

e Theuse of- auditory and visual symbols to touch the different senses of the readet
E.g. booming drums

Lllulws.rlscl:l 1fleal answers should come up with different literary techniques and
explore their effects, without simply citing the quotations from the poem.




.2, Explore the literary devices used in War is Kind to €O
~ conflicts. _

nfirm that it represents Lerror and

M B Y

2. War is Kind

Answers should include:

e An introduction which should include the poet, questi

on and the poem.

ed: Simple identification may not be

Then lite devices should be identifi
ot e xpected to explore how they reflect

adequate to collect good marks: students are €
terror and conflicts.

Apostrophe: direct address to the maiden by the speaker: this g,rabs the attention,
and the readers feel that the speaker is addressing him/her. This allqws the reader (g
emphasize the scene more clearly and closely, thereby comprehending the depth of

the poem.

Oxymoron- War is kind; this is a type of paradox where two contrary things are
presented. Wars are not kind as they shed blood, take lives and destroy both living
and nonliving things. By using an oxymoron, the poet again grabs the attention and
highlights the absence of kindness in war contexts. This can be identified as a very
symbolic title.

Paradoxes — ‘excellence in killing’ / *virtue of slaughter’

When the soldiers are killed the affected people represent different age groups in
society highlighting a cross-section of war victims; direct as well as indirect victims
(passive victims)

The use of auditory and visual symbols to touch the different senses of the reader.
E.g. booming drums

Likewise, ideal answers should come up with different literary techni ques and
explore their effects, without simply citing the quotations from the poem~
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‘3. ‘Big Match, 1983 is a subtle depiction of violenc

% € and corruption i il Soptet  Fa
~with reference to the poem PHon In an evil society.” Discuss

| 3. Big Match, 1983

Answers should include:

* An introduction which should include the poet, question and the poem. In this

f:ontejxt, the answers may also include a brief note on the setting of the poem, 1983
in Sri Lanka, as the question refers to an evil society. ,

. Studerflts are expected to refer to and explain 4 or 5 instances from the poem where
the evil nature of humans is depicted.

e Examples:

(1) The carelessness or indifferent nature of people towards tragedy and death which
is shown through the instanice when “a child Ties dead, and two policemen look the
other way.” Students may refer to other examples too to prove people’s indifference
to tragedy. Politically driven corruptions which are represented through the
indifference of the policemen suggests the corruption of the administration/ How law

and order is not well-exercised in society.

(i) How racism is harboured in people’s minds, and how racial prejudice ruins people
are pictured vividly using symbols. E.g. racial pot boils over

(iii) As an extension to the previous point, how these racially driven conflicts were
consistent in this society is also highlighted. This is evident when the poet refers to
different eras of the past such as “forty -eight” “fifty-six” etc. The repetition of racial

violence vouches for the evil nature of society, on the one hand. On the other hand,

it also signifies the stupidity and ignorance linked to evil nature.

gain confirmed when the authorities’ involvement in the

i il nature is a . - ed.
pol e b d out: Or the authorities’ ignorance to brutality is presented.

treachery is subtl_y E)iqte

on suggests the need for harmony among the people in

ati ; :
R s e i ds with a note of optimism: hope 10 experience peace

society. The poem however en
and harmony in society.




beings use their power over nature, througp, the

] . mu-"
B e Harthon o SC0L Y Ilnwi:;:l reference to the poem.
' gy st ! HT 8 W
construction 6f'a goblet.” Discuss e —

B

———

W S

4. The Earthen Goblet
Answers should include:
‘ s the poe stion, and the poem,
s Anintroduction which should include the poet, question, poem

e The answers may refer to the fact that the Earthen Goblet is a utcn,sﬂ ﬂ?ﬂde of
nnlumllsnil for human beings’ purposes and usage. Also, t}l:chearthbsl vl?lcc and
feclings are presented in the eyes of a narrator and through the goblet’s responge,

the narrator’s question. The potter represents the human bemgsz_ E&ib?’pj@‘!?hlﬂ?m
the carth, using their power over natural substances.

* Students are expected to refer to and explain 4 or 5 instances from the poem Whe,

people’s power over nature is depicted.
e Examples:

() People’s act of dislocating the natural soil from its natural environment is a good

example of human beings’ power over natural substances. Earth is removed from its

natural environment, not for its own sake but for people’s satisfaction. The creative
power and vitality of the earth are taken away by humans.

The consequence of this removal/uprooting ends in “death” of the soil, as indicated
through the following lines.

“The potter has drawn out the living breath of me
And given me a form which is death of me, “

(i) The soil’s freedom is snatched by the people, represented through the potter. The

poet’s use of the word “captive” (0 Teler (o e carth which is on the “wheel”

—— ——

picturesquely suggests how the carth has lost its liberty and independence.

e S

represented through the “fragrant” “flower” also confirms people’s power over the
natural substances.

(iii) How the earth is deprived of its basic human needs such as love and company, as

(iv) The physical rauma.and mental.agony the earth eXperienced during the process of
making a goblet also symbolically hi ghlights the poter’s power and manipulation to
fulfil the potter’s whims and fancies, That is, the earth js “being twirled” and is
“burned so warm” as described by the poet, <= > 0

"
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5. ‘Thr:ough humour, poetry offers its readers lessons for their lives.’ Discuss with reference to
Upside-Down.

S. Upside -Down

Answers should include:

* An introduction which should include the poet, question, and the poem.

® The poem presents humour, about a person who misunderstood everything and
behaved in a silly manner which amused everybody and evoked laughter. The
students must show how it uses humour and gives some lessons to people by
referring to a few instances.

. nay be worded as:
», The importance of being cautious when breaking norms/conventional

behaviours/ethics
> The importance of responding to questions directly and clearly.
> The importance of ‘limifs” when dealing with jokes
» The importance of orderliness

. sed to present such lessons:

Eg.
)‘vg “The eccentric nature” (absurdity) of the person creates humour throughout
the poem.
» Doing the opposites:
» Turning “left” when he is expected to turn “right”
» Boating is changed to floating. -
» Reading from the left to right is reversed making different meanings or

creating nonsensical words.
Depicting as a circus person etc.

Vu




Drama

6. “Twilight of & Crane is a drama about love and compassion.” Justify this comment with close
reference to the play.

6. Twilight of a Crane

|

Answers should include;

¢ An introduction which should include the playwright, the q1f¢5‘i°“~ and the play. This may .:'
include the fact that a crane is associated with human behaviour. 3

« Students may talk about love and compassion indicated through different angles. Love
refers 1o intense feelings of deep affection and great interest and pleasure in something.
Compassion refers to sadness for'understanding of the suftering of others.

*Do not penalize candidates for not identifying the difference between love and confession

¢ Examples:

» Concern and compassion towards the unknown creatures in trouble,

E.g. Yohyo's act of saving the crane |

» Love and compassion as a form of gratitude..
E.g. Tsu becoming the wife

» Out of compassion love has emerged. /Love towards the husband.
E.g. Several instances of each other's concemn towards the family
E.g. “cold soup is no good for my sweetheart.”

> Love towards the children.

—

» Love in the form of craziness to material gains/money

E.g. Unzu and Sodo’s greediness for material gains: how this adds to change the
mind of Yohyo too

o Students may refer to the symbols used in highlighting love and compassion in differen
formats.




7. “ehr*pkmmeﬁnmmmcyofhmanﬂxnmmmr- " b
| rours.” Justify this

statement with close reference 1o the play.

e L S——

7. The Bear
S I

Answers should include-

* Students may refer to 4/5 instances of human actions and emotOns.

*  Examples:
» Emotions of sadness and changes in physical actions

E.g. Popova's sadness over death may disappear may be reduced
Smimov becomes increasingly gentle

len_n’, temper- may change- disappear may be controlled and suppressed

E.g. Both Smimov's anger and Popova’s about the MONEY ixsue

i e

g = ot

Pl L i

» Attitudes and ideologies

E.g. The atitude about each other’s infideliny
Popova’s attitude towards Smimnov as a bear
Smimov's attitudes toward women as common crocodiles

> Attraction and fascination towards something of soaxROme

T
faung in

E.g. Smimov is not interested in the duel anymore as he cannot resist (2l
love with her.

Thev kiss each other passionately symbolinng their slracton towards each

other despite their initial dislike and distracton.

e T T RS —
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8 ‘Human actions and behaviour in the face of fear can

e —‘w—!’u

Prose
not be prcdiclﬂl.‘ Examine the ‘lﬂﬂm—n

with reference to the extract from Wave. ST .
. 8 Wave
| i text (T B et
; o Anintroduction which should include the question, text, a-nd U:a::zf fea:- SUNami) wh..
| proves that the speaker as well as the other characters are in athe o :
o By referrifig to 4-5 indidents, students are required to lr:.zfer cttc;rs uninformed
'. actions/intuitive actions of the speaker and the other characters.
i« Examples:

» Grabbing the children and running out of the room

» Not calling the parems_m the next room

“1 didn’t shout to warn them. I didn’t bang on their door and call them out.”

» Children running barefoot without feeling any pain: they were insensible of their &=
being hurt. '
“They were barefoot, but they didn’t slow down because stones or thorns were hurting
them.”

»  Children’s silence about the sudden gush of water

“They didn’t say a word.”
>  The speaker’s indifference to/ about who the driver is.

“didn’t know who he was.”
» Beulah’s inability to get into the jeep because of the panic.
ﬁcjeep;;rked forward, and she lost her grip”

» The speaker’s spontaneous yelling at the driver after noticing the accident.

# Driver’s disregard/zero attention to the speaker’s requests and velling

> Anton jumped out of thejecp. instineively, without thinking of the risks.

> Steve’s emo tions and fear as o ressed lhl‘ough his “sudden look of terror, eyes ¥
open, mouth agape™.
The narrator’s and Anotn's actions can be juxtaposed. Though both of them ast

‘c

mstinctively, they react differently

* Better answers may include an examination/evaluation of such spontaneous actions 100 &}

the speaker.

_———-—'-/
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9. ‘Punishment may make children stubborn

and determined.’ Examine thi :
. 18 stateme
reference to The Lumber Room. i

9. The Lumber Room \1

Answers should include:

* Anintroduction which should include the writer, the question, and the text.

e Students are then expected to address the question by introducing the question.

 The students should refer to the initial behaviour of the boy and the punishment given to

him.

|
1 e Then the students should talk about the consequences/aftermath of the punishments,

indicating the boy’s ‘stubborn’ and ‘determined’ response/s to the punié.i;ment.

i P
i £ o ki -
{ Some students who would comment on the following may deserve @ional rewardé
[ I —

> A comment on the nature of ‘obedience’/’lack of responses. Most children may obey the

adults but more intelligent/inquisitive children may question
The limited adult view of the world. E_ < fra dete’ lg| .

The child’s more expansive and imaginative outlook.

L AR

A ¥

A criticism of the Victorian society/ Victorian attitudes toward children.

Y

The aunt as an agent of Victorian society deserves the reader’s sympathy.

et

*Those who do not make references to Victorian society should not be penalized

(*Disagreement if any should be supported through a sound argument with contextual

examples)

e




: _ ncern for one’s country
irms the power of company and co ry. .
10. “The Lahore Attack confirms e DTOS8 ; )enartment
Examine this statement with reference 10 prosc. —_—

I

| 10. The Lahore Attack '
* An introduction to the question, the speaker and the text is required. Further, th Con

should refer to the speech as well.

Students are then expected to address the question by identifying a few instances Felae,

the question.

¢ Examples:
* The need for human company is revealed through:

The enjoyment the team feels during their tour abroad.

The speaker’s concern for the other members while the attack goes on.

Their camaraderie and morale after the attack as they act together as a team.
The lonely soldier’s interest and need to engage in a conversation with the cricke
despite the soldier’s assumed busy career.

e et e e O . s st

VVVY

* The concern for one’s own country is represented through:

e

> The cricket team’s commitment to the team. and teamwork despite the dangers i
encounter.
» The team behaves as ‘unofficial ambassadors’ in front of the media after the aua:
e e ASSALIONS

» The soldier’s sacrifice and devotion to his service,

e

* Students are expected to support the about points by referring to the text
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11. ‘“The T.\Iight.ingale and the Rose questions the act of sacrifice in relation to Material gaing *
Examine this statement with reference to the short story. o

11. The Nightingale and the Rose

T ——— e ettt s s
e T

* Students are expected to explore the sacrifice made by the nightingale in comparison to

the material gains as represented through the whims and fancies of the girl, the student. r_
|

f . : ,

f * Anintroduction to the question, the author and the text is required.
!

I

e Examples:

»  The professor’s daughter’s desire for a rose and her material gain in relation to the

: emotional feeling of attraction.

r

"She promised she'd dance with me if [ brought her a red rose”

“Ah, on what little things does happiness depend! I have read all that the wise men
have written, and all the secrets of philosophy are mine, yet for want of a red rose
my life is made wretched.”

;" » The student’s desire for physical togetherness and dance over the emotional feelings

‘ of love.

“I'll get to hold her in my arms, and she'll lean her head on my shoulder...”

» The nightingale’s power of sacrifice in relation to its wings: it lets its wings go away

to express its love and compassion to the student.

» Finally, the fate of the red rose which was crei_“f_:,d out _“_f SIS I By
nightingale who wished for a genuine love relationship between the student and the

professor’s daughter crushed under a cartwheel reflects the futility of sacrifice in this

context.

» The entire short story is an ironic comment on the materialistic society.
; ¢ CO




Department of Examinations i oo T T NLM

12. “The Prince and the Pauper, above all, represents human beings’ cruel

Fiction
ty and corruption.’ Do

you agree with this comment?

e ——

12. The Prince and the Pauper '

e An introduction to the question, the author and the text is required.
e In this context, students are expected to mention their stance on t
mention it in different ways !
e E.g. Some students may say that they agree/disagree with the statement. Some mhe’j
students may say it in a different way by referring to the given stalemcnt.Sorr}c others would !
say that not only people’s cruelty and corruption, but the novel also L!eplg:is other l::ey |
concerns such as justice in society, human affection, lft_‘._u_d_&x_l class system 1n Epglaqd during |
the era. s |
Any of their positions should be accepted. However, the students are required to suppor Ii
their stance with reference to the text. |

he question: they may !
|

Cruelty and corruption

Corruption is prevalent in all the strata in society/ both macro and micro level i.e. corruption at the
domestic level, social level and state level

Domestic level

E.g.

e Cruelty — Grandma/Father’s treatment to family members including the wife
e Hugh Hendon’s cruelty toward his brother. / the fake letter

e Even Tom pretends as if he does not know his mother

Social Level
B

e How priests are corrupted
e Hugo and the gang of thieves

State Level |
E.g. |
Corruption- social inequality/ King Henry VIII - cruel punishments-citizens, nobles
Prison officers/ n1i_r_1_§_s_ters/a_dmin_istratho_r§ punish people unlawfully. s
Law and order/judiciary :

Cord Hertford and other officials

e 1oL 1 irararu Tevis (Marking Scheme) | G.C.E(O/L) Examination 2023 (2024) | Amendments fo be nchaded :
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13. ‘Bringing Tony Home is only a story about childhood experiences.’ Do you agree with this
comment?

13. Bringing Tony Home

* An introduction to the question, the author and the text is required.

 In this context, students are expected to mention their stance on the question; they may
mention it in different ways (i.e. they may either directly mention that they agree/ disagree
with the statement or explicitly indicate their view/perspective)

* Some students may consider this as a simple story of children. If this is supported

adequately, they should be awarded marks.

A story of his childhood! his friendship with Tony

His adventurous journey back home with Tony.
His mischievous childhood with Sirisena and the gang

YV V V

e Some students may say that the story is about other concerns.

It is a deep psychological analysis of how childhood trauma lasts forever.

It is a story due to loss, pain or deprivation.

It is a decp analysis of the bond of human-animal relationship.

It is a story about sacrifice, courage, devotion and perseverance.

It is a great story of the development of character as it shows ho“.! a implc pl;tyboy'
becomes a very strong person capable of emotional lqlerancc_. This is possibl¢ as the story

VVVYY

is a semi-autobiographical novella. _ = o e

> Itisa critique of the society: giving a socio-cultural-economic and historical setting of
colonial Sri Lanka/ Economic status of sociely and how it affects human relationships/
human-animal relationships , Ll e

» It is an exploration about the significance and impact of one’s past i.e. past cannot be
recreated as it remains as a nostalgic memory. . ; g

> Itis a masterpicce of literary techniques i.. cinematic techniques/ flashback/ flashforward

etc.
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14. “The Vendor of Sweets, above all, reflects disagreement between a father and a young son_

Do you agree with this comment?

e e e e e

14. The Vendor of Sweets

. . . 1 i dl
e An introduction to the question, the author and the text is require

o In this context, students are expected to mention their stance on the question: they may

mention it in different ways i.e. they may either directly mention that they agree or

disagree with the statement or explicitly indicate their view/perspective.

e Examples:

- About the old f_z_a_tber anc! tlr;g_a_glp_lt_gc_;_r_’l__

Conflict due to

e Different interests and tastes (attire/food habits/medicine/re_@on)

e Different ideologies and practices (education/career/role > of _\z:’?glfp)

e

e Relationships (marriage/living together)

f About conquering interests and the effect created over these differences i.c. tension.

disappointment, anger, hurt etc.

EXAMRESULTS.LK



